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SUBJECT: PONMIN REBUPFS CHINESE ON NORTHERN TERRITORIES ISSUE 

REF: TOKYO 10402 

1. DURING UPPER HOUSE POREIGN AFPAIRS CTTE INTERPELLATIONS JULY 9, 
PONMIN MIYAZAWA DECLARED THAT CHINESE SUPPORT POR JAPAN IN ITS 
TERRITORIAL DISPUTE WITH THE SOVIET UNION WAS UNBENEPICIAL. 
COMMENTING ON A REPORT THAT YET ANOTHER GROUP OP VISITING 
CHINESE HAD ATTACKED MOSCOW'S STAND, MIYAZAWA SAID HE UNDERSTOOD 
CHINA'S SYMPATHY BUT DID NOT APPROVE OF PEKING'S USE OP TERM 
HEGEMONY IN CONNECTION WITH SOVIET OCCUPATION OP NORTHERN 
TERRITORIES. THE DISPUTE, HE SAID, IS A PURELY BI-LATERAL 
JAPAN-SOVIET MATTER. CHINESE SUPPORT WOULD BACKPIRE AND PROBABLY 
TOUGHEN THE SOVIETS' ATTITUDE, THUS AGGRAVATING WHATEVER CHANCE 
THERE IS FOR AN AMICABLE SETTLEMENT, MIYAZAWA COMMENTED. JAPAN, 

HE ADDED, WISHED TO STAY OUT OP THE SINO-SOVIET IDEOLOGICAL 
DISPUTE. FINALLY, HE SAID THE PONOFP HAD ALREADY ASKED PEKING TO 
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REFRAIN FROM MAKING ANTI-SOVIET STATEMENTS ON THIS ISSUE. 
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2. COMMENT: MIYAZAWA'S COMMENTS WERE A RATHER BOLD REBUEF 

TO THE CHINESE. WHETHER OR NOT THEY WILL DETER PEKING, THEY WILL 
INEVITABLY RAISE EURTHER DOUBTS IN PEKING ABOUT MIYAZAWA. 

EONOFE HAS TOLD US PRIVATELY EOR MONTHS THAT THEY EOUND CHINESE 
COMMENT ON THE NORTHERN TERRITORIES AN EMBARRASSMENT. BY BRINGING 
THE SINO-SOVIET EACTOR INTO THE PROBLEM, THE CHINESE WOULD MAKE 
THE RUSSIANS ALL THE MORE OBDURATE AND GUARANTEE A CONSTANT 
IRRITANT IN SOVIET- JAPANESE RELATIONS. (PROBABLY JUST WHAT 
PEKING HAS IN MIND). MIYAZAWA APPARENTLY DECIDED A PROPITIOUS 
MOMENT HAD ARRIVED AND NOW HAS CONERONTED THE CHINESE PUBLICLY, 

A NEW WRINKLE IN NORMALIZED SINO- JAPANESE RELATIONS. 

3. THE INCIDENT ALSO PROVIDES EURTHER EVIDENCE OE THE CLOSE COOP- 
ERATION AND COINCIDENCE OE VIEWS BETWEEN THE LDP AND ITS ERIEND 
AMONG SOCIALISTS, MODERATE WING JSP VICE CHAIRMAN SABURO EDA, 

WHO TOLD US HE HAD ALSO ASKED THE CHINESE TO DESIST IN THEIR 
ZEALOUS PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR JAPAN ON THE NORTHERN TERRITORIES 
ISSUE (REPORTED REETEL). 

HODGSON 
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